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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Reports, (Form 86ab) rendered weekly to the Office of The Sur- 
geon General by every hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 

Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation at the earliest possible time following its re- 
ceipt, figures are in general shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of the reported figures, 
their verification is promptly requested and the fact that they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol ($). 


MORBIDITY DATA 

In this report admission rates are shown for all causes (disease and injury) combined, for all diseases combined, for 
injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corres— 
ponding rates in annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate the number of admissions per 1000 mean 
strength which would occur over a year's time if the current week's experience continued through the year. 

The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communicable and certain other diseases of special interest. 
Appended is a list of cases of the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 

The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week per 1000 strength, as given in this report, fur- 
nishes an approximation to the current non-effective rate. The mean number of non-effectives per 1000 strength is given in 
the summary table for the total United States and for each of the Service Commands. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 
Included in the report is a table listing the stations (having a strength of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity 
rates from all causes, from all diseases combined, from injuries and from a few specific diseases. Not infrequently, the 


excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for all diseases wmmbined reported from reception centers reflect 

a large load of venereal diseases among newly inducted men. More significant of high morbidity from disease are, therefore, 
the rates of admission for disease excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are also show 

in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 

Current hospitalization mnditions are presented in terms of bed capacity (normal and total), beds occupied and beds 
Navailable yacant." The number of beds “available vacant" is defined as 80% of the total bed capacity less the corresponding 
beds occupied. The number of beds “available vacant" for each Service Command is the total of the beds “available vacant® for 
only those stations in which 80% of the total bed capacity exceeds the beds occupied. Beds currently reported as "expansion 
beds", beds in dispensaries, convalescent facilites, venereal disease facilities, and college training detachments are not 
included in this report. 

In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the number of Army patients admitted and disposed of 
(by death, return to duty, transfer, or otherwise) during the week, the number of such patients remaining at the end of the 
week, and corresponding data for battle casualties. The patients "otherwise" disposed of represent for the most part dis— 
charges on account of disability. In the case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently admitted to general 
hospitals in this country as transfers, there is shown for each hospital the net number transferred during the week, i.e., 
admissions by transfer less the dispositions by transfer. For the country as a whole, this number represents the number of 
battle casualties evacuated to the United States from overseas theaters, 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 
In reading the cdtail tables, it should be bore in mind that admission rates based on small numbers of cases are not 
reliable. For this reason the symbol (7) has been placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases, 
The symbol # has been placed after the names of stations (or groups of stations) where part or all of the data for the 
current week has not been received and the latest available figures have been substituted. 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AS A WHOLE 

As indicated on the chart on page 3, the admission rates from all causes and from all diseases com 
bined both increased for the second successive week, as a result of another very sharp increase in the 
admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. It may be noted, however, that the rise in the admission 
rate from all diseases combined was only about half that in the admission rate from colds, influenza, 
etc; this suggests that there was probably some tendency in stations where influenza occurred with great 
er frequency to report also ill-defined disorders accomanied by fever as influenza. 

Despite the very sharp increase in the admission rate from colds, influenza etc., the current week's 
morbidity from this cause is about 17 percent below that reported for the corresponding week last year. 

The admission rates from all causes and from all diseases combined for the week ending 27 November 
1943, were both about 5 percent below the corresponding morbidity rates reported for the last week of 
November 1942. The current week's admission rate from injury was the lowest in recent months, and 
somewhat under that for the corresponding week last vear. 


VARIATIONS IN HORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 

Very sharp increases in the admission rate from colds and influenza in the Sixth, Seventh, Fifth, 
Second, and Third Service Commands were reflected in markedly higher morbidity rates from all causes and 
from all disexses combined. In the Sixth Service Command the admission rate from colds and influenza 
for the week ending 27 November 1943 was reported to be over 600 per thousand and that in the Seventh 
Service Command over 450 per thousand. In the Seventh, Fifth, Second, and Third Service Commands the 
increases in the admission rates from colds, influenza etc. were considerably greater than the corres- 
ponding increases in the admission rates from all diseases combined. 

The smallest increases in admission rates from colds and influenza were reported from the Eighth 
and Ninth Service Comsands, in which the admission rates from all causes and all diseases combined 
decreased slightly. 


CURRENT HOSPITALIZATION CONDITIONS 

The total bed cavacity remined approximately the same, being reported at about 355,000 on 27 
November 1943. The number of beds occunied on that date was slightly over 189,000 and the number of 
"available vacant" beds almost 96,000. There were 36 stations with a total bed capacity of nearly 
26,000 which had no “available vacant" beds; included among them were 7 general hospitals with a bed 
capacity of over 12,500 beds. 

On 27 November 1943, there were 1,888 cases of malaria remaining under treatment, all but 32 of 
which were presumably acquired outside of the United States. The number of neuropsychiatric cases 
remaining under treatment at the end of the week was 17,600. 
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Se LIST OF GASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST RESTRICTED 
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POLIOMEYLITIS (3) ID FEVER (1 JAUNDICE COCCIDIOTDOMYCOSIS (65) 


l-Murphy, Cp., Fla. 1-Ritchie, Cp., Md. 1-Bragg, Ft., N. C. l-Rapid City, AAB, 1-Edwards, Cp., Mass. 7- Indiantown Gap, Pa. 
A-Shelby, Cpey Miss. 1-Bowie, Cp., Tex. 1-Bryan, Tex., AAF S. Dak. 2-Hamilton, Fte,y N. Y. 2~Pickett, Cpe, Va. 
l1-Grant, Cp., Tl. l1-Jos. T. Robinson, Cp.,j 1-Calif.—Ariz. Man. Ares 2-Shanks, Cpe, Ne Ye B8-Calif-Ariz. Man. Area 
Ark. 1-Eustis, Ft., Va. 2-Gardner Fld., Calif. 
1-White, Cpe, Ore, 1-Geo. G. Meade, Md. 2-Haan, Cpe, Calif. 
2-Langley Fld., Va. 3-Huachuca, Ft., Ariz. 
l-Lee, Cp., Va. 4-Lemoore AAF, Calif. 
3—Patrick Henry, Va. 2-March Fld., Calif. 
l-Walter Reed G. H., 3—Minter Fld., Calif. 
D. Cc. 1-Roberts, Cpe, Calif, 
3~Benning, Ft., Ca. 1-San Luis Obispo, Calif 
1-Blanding, Cp., Fla. 
1-Clemson Colg., S. C. 
1-Drew Fid., Fla. 
3-Jackson, Ft., S. C. 
5-Maxwell Fld., Ala. 
1-McCain, Cp., Miss. 
2-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
3~Atterbury, Cp., Ind. 
2-Breckinridge, Cp., Ky. 
TYPHUS FEVER HEMOLYTIC STREPTOCOCCUS UNDULANT FEVER (1 TULAREMIA (1) l1-Jefferson Bks., Mo. 
PHARYNGITIS (73) l1~Kans, City, GD., Ho. 
l~liensley Fld, Tex. 


1-Drew Fld., Fla. 73—Bragg, Ft., N. C. 1-Eustis, Ft., Va. l-Haan, Cp., Caiif. 1-Hood, Cp., Tex. 
2-Rucker, CPes Ala. 1-McCloskey, GE. Tex. 
l1-Foster, Fld., Tex. 1-Polk, Cpe, La. 
1-Will Rogers Fld, Okla 
l1-Douglas, AAF, Ariz. 
1-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
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Week eos 11720 
2-Lewis, Ft., Wash. 
1-Stoneman, Cp., Calif. 
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